THE LAST OF THE MAURYAS

of weak sentimentalism. They may scarcely be called
religious tenets, yet they are based on the idea of the
sanctity of all animal life, as being a part of the Supreme
Being. The next prominent feature is that of sympathy
for religions professed by people other than the subjects
of the Magadh Empire. In fact, " Live and let live,
worship and let worship," may be said to be the guiding
principles of the Emperor's counsel.

Asoka was the last of the Mauryas of fame, and after
his death the Empire began to dissolve. He had several
children whose names have been handed down in legends,
but they must have predeceased their father, for he was
succeeded by his grandson Dasaratha in the year 231 B.C.
From the Puranas we gather King Dasaratha ruled for
eight years, and he was succeeded by five other kings,
the last of whom was killed by his Commander-in-Chief,
who himself usurped the Maurya throne in 184 B.C, and
founded a new dynasty.
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